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Expulsions - Quand la complexité produit les brutalités ordinaires
Extrait du communiqué de presse de l’ENS, présentation de Saskia SASSEN :

Née aux Pays-Bas en 1949, Professeure de sociologie à l’Université Columbia et à la London School of Economics, Saskia Sassen est une éminente sociologue et économiste néerlando-américaine. Spécialiste de la mondialisation et de la sociologie des grandes villes du monde, elle est à l’origine du concept de «ville-globale», notamment exposé dans son livre The Global City.

Ces travaux, tout comme ceux qui portent sur la question des migrations, du terrorisme, des technologies de l’in- formation ou des inégalités sociales, ont fait d’elle une universitaire mondialement reconnue dont les travaux sont traduits en seize langues.

- Première “Distinguished Graduate School Alumnus Award” de l’Université de Notre Dame, Indiana. - Une des quatre premiers lauréats du prix du « Future Mentor », Université de Chicago, (tous programmes doctoraux confondus) - 2007, le Distinguished Book Award, Political Economy of the World-System Section et le Robert Jervis and Paul Schroeder Best Book Award, International History and Politics section pour son ouvrage : Territory, Authority, Rights: From Medieval to Global Assemblages - En 2013 elle a obtenu le Prix Prince des Asturies, la récompense la plus prestigieuse du royaume d’Espagne, pour ses travaux en sciences sociales. - Membre actif du Council on Foreign Relations, le think-thank américain dédié aux relations transnationales, Saskia Sassen bénéficie d’un statut d’experte des questions internationales.

Site de Saskia Sassen : http://www.saskiasassen.com
· La conférence commence en français et Saskia Sassen expose sa démarche méthodologique et conceptuelle
Elle souhaite faire émerger « l’invisibilité conceptuelle ». Elle adopte une logique de systemic edges qu’elle propose de traduire par «marges systémiques ». Ainsi, aux Etats-Unis, depuis dix ans, 10 millions de ménages (30 millions d’individus sans doute) ont été expulsés de leur maison. Or ceci est « invisible ». Il y a, selon Saskia Sassen, toute une géographie de la misère qui est invisible. Elle veut la révéler.

Sa méthode consiste à analyser des courbes (des données chiffrées) et de leur donner un sens, une « narration » dit-elle. 

Elle poursuit en anglais : 

She uses analytic tactics and an epistemic indignation which consists in :
- destabilizing stable meanings

- giving a powerful explanation

- working on territory and territories (instantiations). According to her, there are some “holes” in the tissue of national territories, globalization makes the territories more and more marked by “holes”.

· Saskia Sassen showed various graphs
The 1980s was the decade in which the global economy grew.
         




The 1990s was the decade in which the world economy globalized.
In terms of profits or assets the 2008 crisis is invisible. It seems that it has no consequences : they have been increasing. The total wealth gain from 1983 to 2010 benefits most the top 1 per cent of the companies. In the same time, internally displaced people are more and more numerous.
· She pointed out the role of finance

Starting with Vulture funds (funds that invest in debt), she explains that they are an extreme case of aggressive innovation in finance. They bought $28.700.000 of Panama’s debt for $17.500.000. Then they took Panama to court in the US, demanding full payment. The court approved and forced Panama to pay $57.000.000. The same is true of Ecuador, Ivory Coast, Poland or Congo. It’s a loss of sovereignty.
According to her, a traditional bank sells the money it has. Finance consists in selling what it doesn’t have. It is the capability of finance : inventing instruments and using the digital information that circulates. That is the reason why banks employ so many physicists and mathematicians. In the 1900s Goldman Sachs had more than 100 physicists in its “backroom”.

· Real estate (and the subprime mortgage crisis)
The credit default swap market nearly doubled from 2001 to 2007. It was $62.200.000 in 2007, which is more than global GDP ($54.000.000).
Finance “had” to invade new sectors according to Saskia Sassen. The subprime mortgage crisis was when modest neighborhoods became part of global finance. They used poor houses for finance. 15 million contracts were signed by modest households in 2005. What the banks wanted : simply to have the contracts signed.
Then when they couldn’t pay anymore, repossessions began. Some people said that modest people were irresponsible.

Foreclosures : 

1.2 million in 2006, with an increase of 75% in 2007.

3.1 million in 2008

with an increase of 120% in 2010.

This was a crisis of confidence. People wanted their money back but it was not “real” money. There were no reserves.
Finance has developed a very complex “knowledge” to produce “so little, little” misery.
· Who owns the debt?
Large parts of urban lands have recently been bought through a system of “match market”. For example, Shanghai : $6.4 million by Hong Kong, Taiwanese, US, Korean, Singaporean, Malaysian, German or French banks.
They don’t buy houses, they buy urban land, which means a piece of London, of Paris … 
They buy what a building represents. In recent years, 200 million hectares were bought by more or less 50 governments. People in Provence can’t buy land because corporations bought it. In Africa, 18.8 million hectares were bought for biofuel.
· About citizenship
According to Saskia Sassen, it’s the link between State and its citizens. Western States lost the support of their peoples, distance between citizens and States began to grow. “State, you’re not me” (during the Iraq war).

She showed a map highlighting the number of buildings owned by government or private security agencies (published in the Washington Post, 2010). These are about 2.000 public buildings and 9.000 private ones in the USA.

Is this the logic, that “we are all suspects”? Is this citizenship? Who is the winner? Are we the new colonials?

· The global street
The street is a place for making by those who lack access to formal instruments. 
She mentioned the “occupy” movements. They establish a presence in an informal, ambiguous space. Street is a space between power and powerless. In a time where urban space is becoming more and more defined, these undefined spaces are interesting.

