FICHE DE COURS : The demographic transition

Place dans les programmes du lycéda transition démographique peut étre abordéelasse de
Seconde dans le chapitre portant sur la populationdiale, mais aussi en Premiére afin de décrire et
d’expliquer les transformations de la sociétémf siecle. La Révolution Industrielle offrant un larg

et important objet d’étude a I'histoire en anglaisst cette possibilité que j'ai choisie ici.

Obijectifs de contenu et linguistique outre son propos démographique et social, cesaipremier
trimestre de Premiére a un objectif méthodologieianguistique treés fort : il veut apporter le ilgxe

et les réflexes de la description d’'un graphigueples largement de données statistiques chiffrées,
autant d’outils que les éléves réemploieront juadiépreuve du bac, et méme au-dela. Plus queepar |
propos inter-culturel, c’est de cette facon quguséfie la présence de ce théme dans le cadre des
cours de DNL en Section Européenne.

Place dans le plan du cours une a deux heures sont nécessaires. L'étudel plarce dans le

chapitre “The Industrial Revolution in Great Britgi dans une partie consacrée aux transformations
de la société. L'étude proposée se déroule entewips qui peuvent constituer trois sous-paragaphe

» Step 1- A table

Les questions sont tres simples : elles partem¢sade la description des documents.

Doc. 1 — Table of English (and Welsh) population thnagh time

Year Population (in millions)
1500 3

1600 4

1700 5

1800 9.4

1830 125

1901 32

Q 1 - What is the nature of document 1 ?

A 1 — Document 1 is table, ora chart. It is a censusof the English populatiothrough time
(including Wales).

Q 2 — Describe it precisely : how is it organisald what can you read ?

A 2 — It isbroken into two columns/ it falls into two columns: theleft-hand sidecolumn is
a time-line, displaying dates, fronthe mid-sixteenthcenturydown to the early 20" century.
The column on the right ia seriesof figures : thesedata measurethe evolution of the
populationover three centuries



* Step 2— Building a graph

Q 1 —Build a graph from the chart. Give a definition of a graph.

A 1 — A graph is araphic representation of some given data using twoes< the vertical
axis measuresthe population in millions, and therizontal one isa time-line. Theunit is 5
centimeters fors5 million people, and horizontallyevery ten centimeters stands forone
century. The graph is built bglacing dots as accurately as possible on thgraph-paper :
bound together, the dots unite irt@urve.

Doc. 2 — The evolution of the English and Welsh popation between 1550 and 1830

’s

Q 2 — Describe the curve you have drawn : what dadsw about the population growth ?

A 2 — The first part of it imlmost constantandkeepssteady for several decadeghen it starts
rising gently beforeeventually booming. In the 14 century, the curve iskyrocketing and
grows steeper and steepean anexponentialandspectacular outburst While the population
has beemegularly growing at theather slow paceof approximately one millionper century,

it grew by five over the 18 century, andy 20 over the 19 reaching anunprecedentedpeak

of 32 million inhabitants in 1900 : thgrowth rate doubled in the 18 century, and even
tripled in the following one. Expressed differently, thepplation wasmultiplied by two
between 1700 and 1800, amdreased three foldbetween 1800 and 1900. In other terms, the
English population in 1900 wassx to seventimesas high asit was in 1700. Thisncreaseis
dramatic andunheard-of in the nation’s past.



* Step 3— The demographic transition

Doc. 3 — The demographic transition in the UK
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Q 1 — Describe document 3 : what does it repredent

A 1 —Itis a graph showing the evolution of thetbrate and death rate over the same period of
time. TheCrude Birth Rate andCrude Death Rateare the number of births / deaths in a year
for every 1000 inhabitants. Thfference between the twgivesthe Natural Growth Rate,

that is to say the number of inhabitants by whioh population increases or decreases (per
thousand).

Q 2 — What explanation for the population growtleslthis graph provide ?

A 2 — It shows thaat some point the CDR startedeclining while the CBRremained steady:.

the difference between the two, i.e. the Naturav@n Rategot bigger and bigger hencethe
demographic explosion of the" @entury. It is worth noticing that théxpansionof population
is not due tonore numerousbirths.

Q 3 — Why was the death rate so high before 1880\ can the decline of the death rate be
explained in the 1century ?

A 3 — In ancient times, the death rate was hilifie expectancywas rathepoor, and reached a
meek 40on average It was scchiefly because of higinfant and youth mortality . One child
out of three or even two was not expectednake it to 1Q Living standards were very low,
life was tenuous angbrecarious. Along with the 18 and 19 centuries, these standards
improved : the agrarian revolutioprovided peoplewith more food, and then, along with the
Industrial Revolutionhygiene developedand medical progressallowed safer, longer and
healthier life.



Q 4 — Why was the birth rate so strong before 186w can the decline of the birth rate be
explained at the end of the"™&entury ?

A 4 — The vital need for childremaintained the rate at a higlkevel, however poor the family :
in fact, the poorer the family (was)the more numerousthe children (were), for they took up
work at a very early age. Only was it when chilbdar was forbidden and school made
mandatory that the raiminished. Note that women’s careers do mame into accountin
the 19" century : this social and economic feature onlgnednto consideration in the 20
century. The change from high to low CDR and CBzafled thedemographic transition.
This schemeapplies to many countries, but wasry precociousin GB, as it accompanied
economic take-off.



